
B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

When asked about the intended uses for Classic Grotesque, McDon-

ald’s answer was, “Graphic and interactive designers will probably use 

Classic Grotesque in ways that I would never imagine. I’ve used 

pre-release versions of the family in ads and in books, and they worked 

remarkably well in both. I can’t think of many places where Classic 

Grotesque won’t perform well.” 

FA M I LY

The Classic Grotesque family is comprised of seven weights each of 

normal, condensed, compressed and extended designs, from light 

to extra bold, each with a cursive italic complement – for a total of 

56 styles. 

R O O T S

A melding and reimaging of seminal typefaces from the first part of the 

20th century, the Classic Grotesque family pays homage to classic 

styles such as Akzidenz Grotesk®, Ideal Grotesk, and Venus, providing 

a 21st century alternative designed to perform equally well in print and 

on screen.

The first Classic Grotesque typefaces were introduced in 2012, then 

expanded, in 2016.

F O N T  FA C T S

The Classic Grotesque family is the culmination of 8 years of design 

research, sketching, drawing, testing, editing, and refining. 

Alternatives characters, like the closed a, bowl and loop g and old 

style e, available through the OpenType® format.

A LT E R N AT E  C H O I C E SH O W  T O  S P O T

Monotype

F O U N D R Y

Rod McDonald

D E S I G N E R

Sans Serif Grotesque

C L A S S I F I C AT I O N

L E G I B I L I T Y

Modest stroke width variations, letters with a 

distinct personality and simple character 

shapes make for a highly legible design in a 

wide range of sizes in both hardcopy and 

digital imaging.

P E R F E C T  PA I R I N G S

Lowercase italic e is cursive 

Stroke endings clipped at
right angle to stroke

Footed italic lowercase ll

e

S

B, E, F, G, P and R
are high-waisted 

B  E  F  
G  P  R

Typography

Macklin™

Frutiger® Serif

Palatino® Nova

Serifa®

Avenir® Next
Akzidenz-Grotesk® Next

Frutiger® Next

Gotham®
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The MyFonts store from Monotype offers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to 
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IRON ORES
REVOLUTION
mineralogy and geology of the ore deposits

the raw material used to make pig iron

magnetite & taconite

virtually absent on the Earth's surface

LRGE X HEIGHT TWO STOREY “A”

CURVED TAIL ON “y”
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Aa Classic Grotesque™

TERMINALS CLIPPED AT RIGHT ANGLE TO STROKE

https://www.myfonts.com/collections/classic-grotesque-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/classic-grotesque-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/classic-grotesque-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/classic-grotesque-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/classic-grotesque-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/classic-grotesque-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/linotype/frutiger-serif/
https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/mti/macklin/
https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/linotype/palatino-nova/
https://www.myfonts.com/fonts/mti/rockwell-nova/
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/akzidenz-grotesk-next-font-berthold
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/avenir-next-pro-font-linotype?queryId=c22c1b357812246e75e6fee1e5236e01&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5833159000
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/frutiger-next-font-linotype?queryId=17c359c05b4e4884cd7e7fc9890560ac&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828066000
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/gotham-font-hoefler-and-co?queryId=f9f2bf69e223ffa74137e899dea4e749&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5446876002



