
Thinking Small: 
Big Type at Little Sizes

Not all display fonts 
handle small sizes well.
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The MyFonts store from Monotype o�ers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

MyFonts

Typefaces are generally designed with specific size ranges in mind. Display 
faces, made to shine at larger sizes, can sometimes work at smaller sizes – but 
not always. Here are some tips to help you get the best results when using 
display designs at small sizes.

Check legibility. Display fonts often have bold, attention-grabbing features that 
can hinder readability when set at small sizes. Always test the font at your 
intended size before committing.
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Decorative Fonts Suffer at Small Sizes

Forte
Decorative Fonts Su�er at Small Sizes

Blackadder
Decorative Fonts Suffer at Small Sizes

Dancin’

Decorative Fonts Suffer at S mall Sizes

Riptide
Decorative Fonts Suffer at Small Sizes

Wanted
Decorative Fonts Suffer at Small Sizes

Ziggy

Not Legible at Small Sizes



Look closely at design details. Some display fonts have delicate strokes, fine 
serifs, or tight counters that look elegant large but can break up or fill in when 
small. Pay close attention to these details when sizing down.

The MyFonts store from Monotype o�ers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

MyFonts
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Avoid Fine Lines and Serifs

Algerian
Avoid Fine Lines and Serifs

Burlington
Avoid Fine Lines and Serifs

Fashion

Avoid Fine Lines and Serifs

Mithras
Avoid Fine Lines and Serifs

Tempus Serif

More Legible But Details Are Lost



The MyFonts store from Monotype o�ers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

MyFonts

Adjust spacing. Letter and word spacing appear tighter at small sizes. After 
sizing the copy, increase tracking as needed. Once you set size and tracking, 
revisit kerning to fine-tune spacing.
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Out of the Box Spacing

Avant Garde Gothic 
Out of the Box Spacing

Blackmoor

Out of the Box Spacing

Cinderella
Out of the Box Spacing

Adjusted Spacing Adjusted  Spac ing

Ad j usted S paci ng Adjusted Spac ing

Cult

Size, Track, Then Kern



Not all display fonts handle small sizes well. Be wary of formal scripts and 
calligraphic fonts – they often lose clarity and become visually fussy when 
reduced. Connecting scripts can also get too tight and lose readability since 
their spacing should not be expanded.

The MyFonts store from Monotype o�ers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.
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Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts

Edwardian Script
Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts

Ballerino

Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts

Kat�sh
Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts

Le Griffe

Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts
Grimshaw Hand

Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts

Party
Set Scripts and Calligraphic Fonts Large to Reveal Details



Some large newer font families will have specific designs for large sizes. They 
may be labled as “Display” or “Headline.” The Display versions usually space 
tighter and are lighter in weight.

The MyFonts store from Monotype o�ers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.
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The key is using both your eye and a little bit of careful judgment. Always create 
and set samples at actual sizes before making final font choices. In short: look 
before you leap!

Helvetica Now Display
Helvetica Now Text

Helvetica Now Display
Helvetica Now Text

Notice the difference? It’s subtle, but important.



The MyFonts store from Monotype o�ers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.
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Algerian 
Avant Garde Gothic 
Ballerino
Blackadder
Blackmoor
Burlington
Cinderella

Cult
Dancin’
Edwardian Script
Fashion
Forte
Grimshaw Hand
Katfish

Le Griffe
Mithras
Party
Riptide
Tempus
Wanted
Ziggy 

Typefaces used in this article

https://www.myfonts.com/collections/algerian-condensed-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/avant-garde-gothic-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/burlington-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/blackadder-font-itc?queryId=854244af9600409a2e11028c0e0db056&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5827778000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=blackadder
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/blackmoor-font-itc?queryId=7802541755c928c72b070bd654a0ac82&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828268000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=blackmoor
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/burlington-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/cinderella-itc-font-itc?queryId=67aa7eb36174add00e3c72c362655d91&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5834892000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=cinder
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/cult-font-itc?queryId=f914b38ca78a4a07b3c20e8fce6bb4ee&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828835000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=cult
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/dancin-font-itc?queryId=75b106f573500504662b44cc6cd79044&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828861000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=dancin
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/edwardian-script-font-itc?queryId=c24afd552ea23dad5c56891020674592&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828312000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=edwardian%20script
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/fashion-compressed-font-itc?queryId=1364c67a2b7287dff1da859d0b76a712&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5829591000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=fashion
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/forte-mt-font-monotype-imaging?queryId=0161c71f7d7008b7ab27b498ec9d5944&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5824881000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=forte
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/grimshaw-hand-font-itc?queryId=f758ff55325ea7601fa54d124de23b2b&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828599000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=grimshaw
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/katfish-font-itc?queryId=4593fd0de9d1a06636d0e7f16f7a617a&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5829690000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=katfish
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/le-griffe-font-itc?queryId=520a97df377d1db1b49574e3e1b8305d&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5827710000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=le%20griffe
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/mithras-font-itc?queryId=ae2afb8f964ddd27624b6b94aa49a1e4&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5828867000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=mithras
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/party-font-itc?queryId=888a5644c9573f814bf5d92de5434c8b&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5827872000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=party
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/riptide-font-itc?queryId=6fbe803301f1a991cf36b43c57c5d9d9&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5829135000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=riptide
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/tempus-font-itc?queryId=6ca6724255856e9e88cf014568239624&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5829370000&positions=2&inline=true&userquery=tempus
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/wanted-font-itc?queryId=1d41b66ec8cfbba9e42cb3d8498b67e3&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5829363000&positions=1&inline=true&userquery=wanted
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/ziggy-font-itc?queryId=6caee3962c87c5ad19c71d47eb8d84a4&eventName=Product%20Clicked&index=universal_search_data&objectIDs=5829486000&positions=2&inline=true&userquery=ziggy



