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Script typefaces are emotional, lyrical, and even passionate communicators. 
They elevate the written word with a unique soul and heart. Copy set in script 
exemplifies something greater than the sum of its parts.

Among all letter styles, scripts are perhaps the most expressive and versatile 
typographic tools. The bold, rounded strength of a typeface like Forte™ conveys 
a very different personality than the passionate Bendigo™, while both are 
distinctly different from the refined elegance of Elegy™.
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Forte Bendigo Elegy

The MyFonts store from Monotype offers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

https://www.myfonts.com/collections/forte-mt-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/bendigo-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/elegy-font-itc


Caveats for pairing scripts
First, scripts are harder to read than serif or sans serif typefaces. We are not as 
familiar with their character shapes as we are to those in more traditional 
typeface designs. This slows down the reading process – and can affect docu-
ment comprehension and information retention. Studies have also shown that 
blocks of script copy are not inviting to the reader. 

While scripts stand out, they also tend to create a busy visual texture that is 
subtly off-putting to readers. A few words set in a script can make for an engag-
ing and powerful headline – and they can be excellent choices for creating 
wordmarks. Just don’t rely on them for textual copy.

What to look for in fonts that pair well with script typefaces
• Avoid pairing two script fonts together. Script typefaces carry strong, 

distinct personalities that often compete rather than complement. Mixing 
two scripts in the same design tends to create visual confusion rather than 
harmony.

• Pair script fonts with simple, clean typefaces.
• Choose sans-serif or serif fonts with minimal decoration to balance the 

decorative nature of scripts. 
• Complement or contrast the script’s demeanor with it companion design. For 

example, pair a formal, elegant script with a classic serif like Walbaum or a 
playful, casual script with a friendly sans-serif like Gotham® Rounded.
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Mixing two scripts is a bad idea

The MyFonts store from Monotype offers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

https://www.myfonts.com/collections/walbaum-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/gotham-rounded-font-hoefler-and-co
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Complementary pairing takes advantage of similar weights, proportions and demeanor, creating typographic harmony

The MyFonts store from Monotype offers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

NextPrevious



05

Perfect Font Pairings: Scripts

The MyFonts store from Monotype offers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
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Pairing contrasting weights, proportions and demeanor creates energy and dynamism. 
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The MyFonts store from Monotype offers more than 130,000 desktop and Web font products for you to preview,
purchase and download. You can also learn about new typeface releases and discover typographic tips and techniques.

There are hundreds of script fonts and a thousands of excellent fonts to pair with 
them. Pairing guidelines are pretty straightforward. Just remember that scripts 
are a strong spice, so fold them into your projects with care. ITC Banner

Berkeley Oldstyle
Bendigo 
ITC Charter
Gotham Rounded
Greyhound

Egyptian Slate
Elegy
Forte 
Futura® Now
Helvetica® Now
Nadianne®

The following typefaces were used in this article

Savoye
Snell Roundhand®
ITC Souvenir®
Walbaum
Young Baroque™
Zapf® Dingbats

https://www.myfonts.com/collections/banner-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/berkeley-oldstyle-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/bendigo-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/charter-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/gotham-rounded-font-hoefler-and-co
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/greyhound-script-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/egyptian-slate-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/elegy-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/forte-mt-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/futura-now-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/helvetica-now-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/nadianne-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/savoye-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/savoye-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/souvenir-font-itc
https://www.myfonts.com/collections/walbaum-font-monotype-imaging
https://www.myfonts.com/search?query=Young%20Baroque
https://www.myfonts.com/search?query=Young%20Baroque



